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SMT. PARBATI BARUA

Smt. Parbati Barua is India's First Female Elephant Mahout (Indian term for an elephant
tamer and caretaker) and animal conservation activist. Overcoming gender stereotypes in the
traditionally male-dominated field, she earned the nickname "Hasti Kanya" or "Daughter of
Elephant" who has been taming wild elephants since she was just 14 years old.

2. Born on 14" March, 1953 in the Royal Family of Gauripur, Assam, to Late Prakritish
Chandra Barua (Lalji), the last in the line of Rajahs of Gauripur to hold power, Smt. Baruais a
graduate in Political Science from Gauhati University and one would have probably expected
her to pursue academics. However, she was not quite cut out for that. Since her childhood, she
had a keen sense of understanding and interest in elephants and spent much of her time in the
jungles along with her father (Lalji) who was an eccentric hunter and had a supernatural
understanding of elephants and had 40 elephants in his royal stables.

o Smt. Barua first domesticated an elephant in Kochugaon forest (Assam) at the age of 14.
Following this, from 1975 to 1978, she successfully tamed 14 wild elephants through Mela
Shikar (a traditional and unique method of capturing wild elephants in Assam where the
elephant is caught with a Lasso and not by using tranquiliser guns), operating in the forests of
Assam (Darrang and Kochugaon) and North Bengal (Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling). She has
trained more than five hundred elephants till date.

4. Smt. Barua has actively assisted forest officers in the care and herbal treatment of the
newly tamed elephants along with the training of mahouts and field staff in Assam, Kerala,
West Bengal, Uttaranchal and Uttar Pradesh, resulting in the resolution of several human-
elephant conflicts. In recent years, she has also assisted the governments of Assam, Bihar and
West Bengal in tackling rogue elephants or tending to the injured/ailing ones. She has attended
various seminars and workshops, viz. the International Workshop on Elephants held in
Jaldapara Sanctuary (West Bengal) in 1982, International Seminar on Asiatic Elephants
organized by the Bombay Natural History Society in Mudumalai Sanctuary (Tamil Nadu) in
June 1993 and has contributed two papers on the status of elephants of North Bengal. She
represented India in the International Workshop on the Domesticated Asian Elephant at
Bangkok, Thailand, organized by the F.A.O in February, 2001. She was a member of the Asian
Elephant Specialist Group, International Union of Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

S. Smt. Barua is the recipient of numerous awards and honours which includes the Asom
Gaurav (Highest Sate Civilian Award) 2023 from the Government of Assam. She received the
United Nations Environment Program's (UNEP) award, "Global SO0 - Roll of Honour" in 1989 for
welfare and management of both wild and captive elephants. The Government of Assam
felicitated her as the "Honorary Chief Elephant warden of Asom" for her lifetime work for
Elephants on the 11" January, 2003. She was awarded the Life Time Achievement Award by
\Kolkata International Wildlife & Environment Film Festival (KIWEFF) and was also awarded /

with the "Nature's Warrior" Jury Award for Aparajita 2023.
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