
SMT. PARBATI BARUA

 Smt. Parbati Barua is India's First Female Elephant Mahout (Indian term for an elephant 
tamer and caretaker) and animal conservation activist. Overcoming gender stereotypes in the 
traditionally male-dominated field, she earned the nickname "Hasti Kanya" or "Daughter of 
Elephant" who has been taming wild elephants since she was just 14 years old.

2. Born on 14  March, 1953 in the Royal Family of Gauripur, Assam, to Late Prakritish th

Chandra Barua (Lalji), the last in the line of Rajahs of Gauripur to hold power, Smt. Barua is a 
graduate in Political Science from Gauhati University and one would have probably expected 
her to pursue academics. However, she was not quite cut out for that. Since her childhood, she 
had a keen sense of understanding and interest in elephants and spent much of her time in the 
jungles along with her father (Lalji) who was an eccentric hunter and had a supernatural 
understanding of elephants and had 40 elephants in his royal stables.

3. Smt. Barua first domesticated an elephant in Kochugaon forest (Assam) at the age of 14. 
Following this, from 1975 to 1978, she successfully tamed 14 wild elephants through Mela 
Shikar (a traditional and unique method of capturing wild elephants in Assam where the 
elephant is caught with a Lasso and not by using tranquiliser guns), operating in the forests of 
Assam (Darrang and Kochugaon) and North Bengal (Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling). She has 
trained more than five hundred elephants till date.

4. Smt. Barua has actively assisted forest officers in the care and herbal treatment of the 
newly tamed elephants along with the training of mahouts and field staff in Assam, Kerala, 
West Bengal, Uttaranchal and Uttar Pradesh, resulting in the resolution of several human-
elephant conflicts. In recent years, she has also assisted the governments of Assam, Bihar and 
West Bengal in tackling rogue elephants or tending to the injured/ailing ones. She has attended 
various seminars and workshops, viz. the International Workshop on Elephants held in 
Jaldapara Sanctuary (West Bengal) in 1982, International Seminar on Asiatic Elephants 
organized by the Bombay Natural History Society in Mudumalai Sanctuary (Tamil Nadu) in 
June 1993 and has contributed two papers on the status of elephants of North Bengal. She 
represented India in the International Workshop on the Domesticated Asian Elephant at 
Bangkok, Thailand, organized by the F.A.O in February, 2001. She was a member of the Asian 
Elephant Specialist Group, International Union of Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

5. Smt. Barua is the recipient of numerous awards and honours which includes the Asom 
Gaurav (Highest Sate Civilian Award) 2023 from the Government of Assam. She received the 
United Nations Environment Program's (UNEP) award, "Global 500 - Roll of Honour" in 1989 for 
welfare and management of both wild and captive elephants. The Government of Assam 
felicitated her as the "Honorary Chief Elephant warden of Asom" for her lifetime work for 
Elephants on the 11  January, 2003. She was awarded the Life Time Achievement Award by th

Kolkata International Wildlife & Environment Film Festival (KIWEFF) and was also awarded 
with the "Nature's Warrior" Jury Award for Aparajita 2023. 
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Jherh ikcZrh c vk:

 :Jherh ikcZrh c vk Hkkjr dh igyh efgyk gkFkh egkor ¼gkFkh dks flèkkus vkSj ns[kHkky djus okys ds fy, 
Hkkjrh; 'kCn½ vkSj i'kq laj{k.k dk;ZdrkZ gSaA ikjaifjd :i ls iq#"k&opZLo okys {ks= esa ySafxd :f<+;ksa dks rksM+us ij] mUgsa 
ÞgfLrdU;kÞ ;k ÞM‚Vj v‚Q ,yhQsaVÞ miuke fn;k x;k  tks egt+ 14 o"kZ dh mez ls taxyh gkfFk;ksa dks ikyrw cuk jgh gSaA]

2- 14 ekpZ] 1953 dks xkSjhiqj] vle ds 'kkgh ifjokj esa xkSjhiqj ds jktkvksa dh oa'kkoyh ds vafre jktk LoxÊ; 
çk—fr'k paæ c vk ¼ykyth½ ds ?kj esa tUeh] Jherh c vk xqokgkVh fo'ofo|ky; ls jktuhfr foKku esa Lukrd gSa vkSj : :
muls i<+kÃ tkjh j[kus dh vk'kk dh tk ldrh FkhA gkykafd] og ,slk ugÈ pkgrh FkÈA cpiu ls gh] mUgsa gkfFk;ksa ds ckjs esa 
vPNh tkudkjh vkSj xgjh #fp Fkh vkSj mUgksaus viuk vfèkdka'k le; vius firk ¼ykyth½ ds lkFk taxyksa esa fcrk;kA 
muds firk ,d ea>s gq, f'kdkjh Fks vkSj mUgsa gkfFk;ksa dh csgrjhu tkudkjh Fkh vkSj muds 'kkgh i'kq[kkus esa 40 gkFkh FksA

3 :- Jherh c vk us 14 o"kZ dh vk;q esa dkspqxkao ds taxy ¼vle½ esa vius thou dk igyk gkFkh ikyrw cuk;kA blds 
ckn] o"kZ 1975 ls 1978 rd] mUgksaus esyk f'k kj ¼vle esa taxyh gkfFk;ksa dks idM+us dh ,d ikjaifjd vkSj vuwBh fofèk  d
tgka gkFkh dks VªSafDoykbt+j xu dk mi;ksx djds ugÈ cfYd yklks ls idM+k tkrk gS½  14 taxyh gkfFk;ksa dks }kjk
lQyrkiwoZd ikyrw cuk;kA og vle ¼njkax vkSj dkspqxkao½ vkSj mÙkjh caxky ¼tyikÃxqM+h vkSj nkÆtÇyx½ ds taxyksa esa 
dke dj jgh gSaA og vc rd ikap lkS ls vfèkd gkfFk;ksa dks çf'kf{kr dj pqdh gSaA

4 :- Jherh c vk us vle] dsjy] if'pe caxky] mÙkjkapy vkSj mÙkj çns'k esa egkorksa vkSj QhYM LVkQ ds çf'k{k.k 
ds lkFk&lkFk uo ikyrw gkfFk;ksa dh ns[kHkky vkSj gcZy mipkj esa ou vfèkdkfj;ksa dh lfØ; :i ls lgk;rk dh gS] 
ftlds ifj.kkeLo:i euq"; vkSj gkFkh ds chp gks jgs dÃ la?k"kks± dk lekèkku gqvk gSA gky ds o"kks± es a] mUgksaus eneLr 
gkfFk;ksa ls fuiVus ;k ?kk;y@chekj gkfFk;ksa dh ns[kHkky djus esa vle] fcgkj vkSj if'pe caxky dh ljdkjksa dh 
lgk;rk dh gSA mUgksaus fofHkUu lEesyuksa vkSj dk;Z'kkykvksa esa Hkkx fy;k gS] tSls fd o"kZ 1982 esa tynkikM+k vHk;kj.; 
¼if'pe caxky½ esa vk;ksftr gkfFk;ksa ij varjjk"Vªh; dk;Z'kkyk] twu 1993 esa eqnqeykÃ vHk;kj.; ¼rfeyukMq½ esa c‚Ecs 
uspqjy fgLVªh lkslkbVh }kjk vk;ksftr ,f'k;kÃ gkfFk;ksa ij varjjk"Vªh; laxks"Bh vkSj mÙkjh caxky ds gkfFk;ksa dh fLFkfr 
ij nks ys[k fy[ks gSaA mUgksaus Qjojh] 2001 esa ,Q,vks }kjk vk;ksftr cSad‚d] FkkÃySaM esa MksesfLVdsVsM ,f'k;u ,yhQsaV ij 
varjjk"Vªh; dk;Z'kkyk esa Hkkjr dk çfrfufèkRo fd;kA og ,f'k;u ,yhQsaV Lis'kfyLV xzqi] baVjus'kuy ;wfu;u v‚Q 
datosZ'ku v‚Q uspj ¼vkÃ;wlh,u½ dh lnL; FkÈA

5 :- Jherh c vk dks dÃ iqjLdkj vkSj lEeku fn, x, gSa ftuesa vle ljdkj dk vle xkSjo ¼loksZPp jkT; 
ukxfjd iqjLdkj½ 2023 'kkfey gSA mUgsa taxyh vkSj idM+s x, nksuksa çdkj ds gkfFk;ksa ds dY;k.k vkSj çcaèku ds fy, o"kZ 
1989 esa ;wukbVsM us'kUl ,uok;jesaV çksxzkEl ¼;w,uÃih½ vokMZ] ÞXykscy 500 & jksy v‚Q v‚ujÞ fn;k x;kA vle 
ljdkj us 11 tuojh] 2003 dks gkfFk;ksa ds çfr vkthou dk;Z ds fy, mUgsa Þv‚ujsjh phQ ,yhQsaV okMZu v‚Q vleÞ ds 
:i esa lEekfur fd;kA mUgsa dksydkrk baVjus'kuy okbYMykbQ ,aM ,uok;juesaV fQYe QsfLVoy 
¼dsvkÃMCY;wÃ,Q,Q½ }kjk ykbQ Vkbe vphoesaV vokMZ ls lEekfur fd;k x;k vkSj vijkftrk 2023 ds fy, ÞusplZ 
o‚fj;jÞ twjh vokMZ ls Hkh lEekfur fd;k x;k gSA
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